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from their master, was written to prove that Christian
theology is a projected human psychology. That
contention is all very well so far as it goes, said Marx
in effect, but it unconsciously assumes that the human
being whose psychology is projected into Christian
theology, is an essence, eternal and unchanging.
This eternal, unchanging human essence is a fiction,
said Marx. The human essence in reality is 'the
ensemble of social relations5. That startling and
enigmatic statement will be more carefully considered
at a later point. For the moment it suffices to observe
that this was the crucial proposition in Marx's intel-
lectual revolution, and that it is a radical proposition
concerning the nature of man which involves nothing
less than the dissolution of man into society. Marx
indeed, maintained the truly revolutionary position
that man was, in the strict philosophic sense of the
word, essentially a social phenomenon. That is to say,
society was the reality, the individual, the appearance.
Moreover, the dynamic and dialectical process of
thesis, antithesis and synthesis which Hegel had
ascribed to 'the absolute spirit5, was in fact operative
in the life of this social substance of humanity. This
concrete historical process was the reality of man; of it
'the absolute spirit5 of Hegel was a mere reflection.
One might describe the process of Marx5s mind, as
recorded in the Theses on Feuerbach as a sort of conver-
sion to a completely secular religion. Whereas Feuer-
bach, by reason of his idealistic bias, assumed as the
source of religion an abstract and eternal "human
essence5 which was in fact a supernatural conception,
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